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Social and economic conditions

(2001), 33776, in AJA 104 (2000), 107-11 and in Past and Present 180 (2003),
9-39; R. Billows in Erskine (2003), 196-215.

1 TEXTS ARRANGED GEOGRAPHICALLY
101 A third-century description of central Greece

The author of this work is unknown; he is sometimes described as Ps.
Dicaearchus and sometimes as Heraclides Creticus, and was probably writing
in the third century, though because of the timeless character of his description
he is difficult to date more precisely. See Rostovtzeff I (1941), 210f. and IIT
1368f. (nn. 35 and 36); Walbank III (1979), 72.

(I.1) From here! to the city of Athens [is a distance of . . .] The road is pleasant,
passes through countryside that is all cultivated, and offers pleasing scenery.
The city itself is all dry and does not have a good water supply; the streets
are narrow and winding, as they were built long ago.2 Most of the houses are
cheaply built, and only few reach a higher standard; a stranger would find it
hard to believe at first sight that this was the famous city of Athens, though
he might soon come to believe it. There you will see the most beautiful sights
on earth: a large and impressive theatre, a magnificent temple of Athena,
something out of this world and worth seeing, the so-called Parthenon, which
lies above the theatre; it makes a great impression on sightseers. There is
the Olympieum, which though only half-completed is impressively designed,
though it would have been most magnificent if completed.> There are three
gymnasia: the Academy, the Lyceum and the Cynosarges; they are all planted
with trees and laid out with lawns. They have festivals of all sorts, and philoso-
phers from everywhere pull the wool over your eyes and provide recreation;
there are many opportunities for leisure and spectacles without interruption.
(2) The produce of the land is all priceless and delicious to taste, though in
rather short supply. But the presence of foreigners, which they are all accus-
tomed to and which fits in with their inclinations, causes them to forget about
their stomach by diverting their attention to pleasant things. Because of the
spectacles and entertainments in the city, the common people have no experi-
ence of hunger, as they are made to forget about food, but for those who have
money there is no city comparable in the pleasures it offers. The city also has
many other delights; the cities which neighbour it are suburbs of Athens. [. . .]
(6) From here to Oropus via Aphidnae and the sanctuary of Zeus Amphiaraus
is about a day’s journey for a traveller without luggage; the road is uphill. But
the large number of inns, which have an abundance of all necessities, and the
resting places, prevent travellers from feeling fatigue. (7) The city of Oropus
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3. Central Greece (to illustrate 101). Places mentioned in the description are
underlined.

belongs to Thebes. There are many retail traders here, and the greed of the
customs collectors is not to be outdone; it is something which has long been
congenital to them, and you could not improve on their wickedness. They col-
lect customs on goods that are imported there. [. . .] (8) From there to Tanagra
isa distance of 130 stades (.20 km). The road passes through countryside that
is planted with olive trees and is thickly wooded; it is completely free from the
fear of robbers. The city lies on a rocky height; its soil is clayey and has a white
appearance. The entrance halls of their houses and the encaustic paintings
they display give the city a beautiful appearance. The city does not enjoy an
abundance of agricultural produce, but it ranks first in Boeotia for its wine.
(9) The inhabitants though wealthy are plain in their style of living; they are
all farmers and not workmen. They know how to respect justice, good faith
and hospitality. To their needy citizens and to wandering strangers they give
from what they have and allow them to take fr::::ly;‘i they are far removed from
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any unjust greed. It is the safest city in Boeotia for foreigners to stay in. You
will find there a straight and strict dislike of evil because of the self-sufficiency
and industriousness of the inhabitants. [. . .] (11) From there to Plataea is a
distance of 200 stades (.35 km). The road is somewhat deserted and stony,
stretching towards Cithaeron, but not very dangerous. The comic poet Posei-
dippus describes the city: ‘It has two temples, a stoa, and its name, and the
bath and the fame of Serambus.’ Most of the time it is a desert, and onlyat the
festival of the Eleutheria® does it become a city.’ The citizens have nothing to
say except that they are colonists of the Athenians and that the battle between
the Greeks and the Persians took place in their territory. They are Atheni-
ans among Boeotians. (12) From there to Thebes is a distance of 80 stades
(.14 km).” The road is all flat and even. The city lies in the heart of Boeotia
and has a circumference of 70 stades (c.11.5 km).? It lies on level ground,
and is round in shape; the soil is dark in colour. Though an ancient city its
street-plan is modern in design as, according to history books, it has already
been destroyed three times® because of the oppressiveness and arrogance of its
inhabitants. (13) The Thebans are excellent horse-breeders; the land is all well
watered, green and covered with hills, and has the largest number of gardens
of any city in Greece. Two rivers flow through the land and water the whole of
the plain below the city. From the Cadmea water also flows in underground
channels which they say were built by Cadmus in ancient times. [. . .] (23)
From there to Anthedon'® is a distance of 160 stades (c.28 km). It is a side
road, though suitable for traffic; the journey goes through fields. The city is
not large; it lies on the Euboean sea and has an agora all planted with trees and
enclosed (?) by double colonnades. It has plenty of wine and fish, but is poor
in corn because of the infertility of the soil. (24) The inhabitants are almost
all fishermen who make their living from hooks, fishes, and also from purple
shells and sponges; they have grown old on the shore, amid the seaweed and
in their huts. They have red hair and are all slim; the tips of their fingernails
are worn out, as they are devoted to working at sea. The majority are ferry-
men and shipbuilders; they do not cultivate the land and in fact have none
to cultivate, and they say they are descended from Glaucus the seaman, who
is generally agreed to have been a fisherman. [. . .] (26) From Anthedon to
Chalcis is a distance of 70 stades (c.11.5 km). The road follows the coastline
as far as Salganeus; it is all flat and free from stones. On one side it leads down
to the sea; on the other there is a not very high mountain, which is wooded
and watered with streams. (27) The city of Chalcis has a circumference of 70
stades (c.11.5 km),!! more than the distance from Anthedon to it. It is all
hilly and shaded, and has many springs, most of them salty; only one of them
is somewhat brackish, though it is safe to use and cool, and flows from the
spring called Arethusa, which is able to provide enough spring water to all the
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inhabitants of the city. (28) The city is well provided with public buildings,
gymnasia, porticoes, temples, theatres, pictures, statues and an agora which
is excellently situated for all trading purposes. (29) The stream which comes
from Salganeus in Boeotia and the Euboean sea flows in the same direction
and into the Euripus; it passes along the harbour walls where there is the gate
to the mart, which is next to the agora; the agora is spacious and enclosed by
three colonnades. As the agora lies near the harbour and the unloading of the
cargoes from the ships is quickly done, there is a large number of people who
come by sea to the mart. The Euripus has two entrances and so it attracts the
trader to the city. (30) Their land is all planted with olive trees; the sea is also
productive. [. . .]

Heraclides Creticus (?) I, 1-2, 6-9, 11-13, 23-4, 26-30

(ed. E. Pfister, Die Reisebilder des Herakleides (Vienna, 1951));
see also K. Miiller, Fragmenta Historicorum Graecorum 11
(Paris, 1848), 254—61; Miiller, Geographi Graeci Minores 1
(Paris, 1855), 97-106

. The starting point in the description is not specified.

2. On the description of Athens cf. E. Perrin, REG 107 (1994), 192-202;
Habicht (1997), 170-2. Contrast the description of Thebes in §12; on Hel-
lenistic town planning cf. Shipley (2000), 86-96; R. Billows in Erskine (2003),
199-209.

Cf. 209 (b).

For support of the poor by the rich see 110.

The identity of Serambus is obscure.

See 63.

Overestimated, in fact ¢.10 km.

Overestimated, in fact ¢.7 km.

See 3; the two other destructions belong probably to the mythical period.

Cf. N. Purcell in Murray and Price (1990), 51f.

Overestimated.
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102 Chaos of public affairs in Boeotia (192)

See Rostovtzeff II (1941), 611£; Feyel (1942), esp. 273-83; D. Hennig, Chiron
7 (1977), 119-48; Walbank III (1979), 66, 72.

Public affairs in Boeotia had fallen to such a low state that for nearly twenty-five

years justice had not been administered there, whether in private or in public
1 . - .

cases." The magistrates kept issuing orders for the despatch of garrisons or of

national expeditions, and thus kept putting off the administration of justice;

some of the generals would give allowances to the needy out of public funds.?
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